Week 8 - Midterm Project
Personal/Professional Brochure
For your Midterm Project you will produce a brochure that promotes you as a professional creative entity.  It is meant to represent you as a company / professional creative contractor.  It is something that would be given to potential clients to compete for contract employment, this is not a portfolio brochure, it is your business brochure. 
1. It is to be designed to fit on one piece of paper that is folder in half, is it will have 4 pages, the front cover, the inside spread, and the back cover.  The size is your choice, it can be taller or wider, but make sure it is easy for people to handle.
2. It is to contain a small bio of who you are, or who your business is.  You will also discuss particular genre(s) that you like to work in and your personal perspective and style and philosophy of your creative approach. 
3. The title of this document is to be your business name.  It can be your name, it can be a play on your name, or it can be some other name that you really want to use as your business name  (you might want to make sure no one else has the name already, as this name might be what you would use as your business identity in the future).

You are to have a logo for yourself or your company.  You are also to have the title which is your business name and a byline, a short one sentence saying that encapsulates what you want your business to be known for.  Your business name could be the logo if you were to do some work with it.  Think of the Coke name and how it is a recognizable logo in and of itself.  You can do all kinds of things with this, but simplicity is the best policy and that requires some real creative thinking.  For example you can modify one of the letters to do an under swirl that goes under the rest of the name.  You could separate the words and arrange them in an interesting way.  If the name was “Cactus” you could make the “t” to be a Saguaro cactus that looks like a “t”.  You should use either Photoshop or Illustrator to create this logo name, and it needs to be done well.  If you do it in Photoshop, be sure and make the resolution large enough so that if you ever want to use it in a large way, you already have it done.  Also keep the edges transparent, don’t make a block, you want it to complement whatever it is placed in, and if it is a block it will not blend well. 

Do some research to get some inspiration, look for “font design logo” or some other similar wordings for inspiration.  Also look at company name designs like Coke and others, but remember that it is for you, and should represent your personality, yet be professional.   It can be fun or whimsical if that is how you want your company to be represented, but whatever you do, do it very thoughtfully and intentionally to communicate the perspective that you want your potential client to have of you and your company.
4. The brochure is to include Photoshop and Illustrator files.  It can be work that you did in this class or outside of this class but it all must be your work.  You do not have to use your previous art work in this brochure as this is your business brochure and not your portfolio brochure, but you may use them if you like.  Remember that you are not trying just fill space but use it thoughtfully to captivate your viewer/potential employer.  No one likes to read a lot of text.  Also you need to make sure that any pixel graphic (Photoshop) that you place in the document, is at least 300ppi for the size that you place it so that it has professional printing resolution quality.
5. The design of the actual brochure can be as unique as you are, but consider the design principals we discussed in class, and do a lot of research first online to get some inspiration.   Use columns for text, and remember that you can create custom shapes for your text to fill that might hug an image that is not straight.  Consider a background color that bleeds of the page, or background images or graphics that bleed off the page.  The only thing that you may use in the design that is not your work would be background images that you manipulate in Photoshop to such an extent that they are no longer what they used to be.  This could be blurring an image that you want to use as a background or something like that.  However, it would be best if it was an image that you create or a Photograph that you have taken if possible.
